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Agriculture at a Crossroads
Synthesis report and summary on
Johannesburg meeting, April 2008

The final plenary session of the
International Assessment of
Agricultural Science and
Technology for Development
(IAASTD) was held in April 2008 in
Johannesburg. ‘There are some
major challenges, but we believe
that by combining local and
traditional knowledge with formal
knowledge these challenges can be
met’, Prof. R. Watson, Director
IAASTD. The IAASTD is a World
Bank and FAOQ initiative to evaluate
the role of agricultural knowledge,
science and technology in reducing
poverty, improving livelihoods of
rural communities and supporting
the sustainable development of
environment, society and economy.
Executive summary and detailed
reports can be downloaded from
www.agassessment.org.

We are here to stay
DVD series about self-management
in the Bolivian lowlands

Four documentaries present the
experiences of the Chiquitano
people living in the territory of
Lomerio in the Bolivian lowlands,
as they struggle to improve their
standard of living without going
against the essential values of their
culture. Themes covered in the
films include sustainable forest
management, the right to exploit
mineral resources, the recovery of
the Chiquitano language, changes
in the position of women, relations
between an indigenous
organisation and the municipal
authorities, and local participation
in the national political debate. In
Spanish and local languages with
English subtitles, the DVDs provide
material for discussion and
reflection for those interested in
the development of indigenous
self-management.

Information: r.hulsman@hivos.nl,
info@peteroud.nl

Ears to the Ground
An exploration of African
culture and health

The Program for Appropriate
Technology in Health (PATH)
partnered with the Ford
Foundation in 2000 to set up the
Culture and Health Grants Program
for Africa (CHAPS). CHAPS' goal
was to improve health, well-being
and gender relations of
communities by identifying,
revising and promoting cultural
practices and beliefs through a
small grants programme.
Individuals and community groups
were supported to revive positive
cultural practices and to influence
and change practices that have a
negative impact on health, driven
by the recognition that
communities derive their energies
and identities from culture and
local knowledge. Ears to the
Ground showcases some of the
projects that were supported.
Information: www.path.org

Endogenous Livestock
Development in Cameroon
Exploring potential initiatives

The result of collaboration between
farmers and extension workers in
Cameroon and international
consultants, this book provides an
introduction to Endogenous
Livestock Development. This
approach acknowledges the multi-
faceted role of livestock, including
the social and spiritual
components. Livestock keepers'
ways of learning and organising
themselves are the starting point
for development. The book is
accompanied by a DVD. Together
they can be used to generate
debates about dependency, and
stimulate a re-interpretation of
local values and potential in
livestock development efforts.

The book can be ordered from
Agromisa, cost € 17.50 incl. p&p.
Www.agromisa.org
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