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New publications from CIKS

Herbs for Good Health. This well illustrated book provides information on 20 of the most commonly used medicinal plants in India. It pro-
vides cultivation details and simple recipes for their use in treatment of common ailments. 

Seeds of Plenty Seeds of Hope. A book on 'on-farm' conservation of indigenous genetic resources. It is a compilation of the work done by
various grassroots organisations in Asia. It provides an inspiring overview of approaches followed in biodiversity conservation and sources
where additional information can be found.

Organic paddy conservation. This book provides detailed information on organic cultivation of irrigated rice, including: seed selection,
seed treatment, organic manures to improve soil fertility, pests and diseases and their organic control measures (with colour illustra-
tions). It also includes a list of indigenous paddy varieties with their special characteristics. 
For copies and more details contact CIKS (address on page 43).

CD presenting 1000
farmers' practices 
for sustainable 
development 

in the Andes

This CD-rom is a product from Agruco after
over a decade of working with Quechua and

Aymara farmers in rural communities, based on
their own knowledge, practices and worldview. The

practices include a wide range of themes of interest to the local farming
communities of Bolivia, Peru and Chile: human health and nutrition, water
management, crop production and post-harvest practices, livestock manage-
ment, climate prediction, soil management, organisation of the land use and
rights, crafts, construction, forestry, and a variety of rituals. The practices
were documented in a process of mutual exchange between farmers, students
and researchers. By documenting the local practices the students and
researchers became aware of the capacities of the farmers, while the com-
munities were strengthened in their self-esteem, knowledge, sustainability
and organisational capacities. This valuable material has now become avail-
able for all students, fieldworkers, researchers and other farmers. 

Request CD-rom 1000 Fichas de Revalorizacion 
Agruco (address on page 43)

Book on use of medicinal plants
in Colombia

Compas partner Semillas has worked with five
groups groups of women in the province of Entre
Ríos, documenting their knowledge on medicinal
plants through a farmer-to-farmer methodology.
This is not limited to the use of the plants for
humans, but also for crops and animal health. With
clear drawings of the plants, and photos of the
way they are used by the women, this book pro-
vides a lot of useful information for those interest-
ed in the field of medicinal plants in Latin
America. This is the first in a series of publications
about local practices, in which Semillas works
together with two other local NGOs, the University
of Quindio, and donors from Ecuador, Switzerland
and the Netherlands.

Request: Plantas de las Provincias de Entre Rios
Semillas
(address on
page 43.)

CIKS, India

AGRUCO, Bolivia

Semillas, Colombia
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FRLHT presents Green Health Campaign 

On World Environment Day (5 June) people the world over contribute in different ways to help conserve the environment. On this
day several business houses in the centre of Bangalore city were unusually busy handing out medicinal plants such as aloe, brahmi,
coleus, hibiscus, and asparagus to their customers. These socially responsible organisations, also called 'Green Ambassadors', include
Novo Nordisk, GlaxoSmithkline, the Bangalore Trades Association, Gangarams Book Bureau, the Bombay Store, Alliance Française and
Nalli Silk Arcade, to name but a few. They partnered with FRLHT (Foundation of Revitalisation of Local Health Traditions) to spread

the message of about the use of medicinal plants for green health. 
FRLHT has been recognised by the government of India as 'National Centre for
Excellence for conservation of medicinal plants and Traditional Knowledge'. FRLHT
initiated this Green Health Campaign to encourage households to grow and use
medicinal plants for primary health care. In this campaign the Amruth Home Garden
and the Institution Garden programme are promoted, which comprise set of 21-40
medicinal plants and a user's guide. The traditional health care practices in this cam-
paign are carefully selected from time tested Indian systems of medicine, such as
Ayurveda, Siddha and Unani. The plants are selected based on their use value, ease
of use, safety, efficacy and ornamental appeal. These packages are nominally priced.
Through this kind of activities, FRLHT plans to involve more socially responsible citi-
zens to spread the message to promote, protect and use medicinal plants for primary
healthcare.

The practices are simple, single plant preparations and involve kitchen spices.
Several packages are available that address a range of health conditions. This cam-
paign does not address any kind of chronic or complicated health problems as these
warrant strict professional medical supervision. 

Medicinal plants as landscape materials in your garden can enhance the visual
appeal of a home or office landscape. FRLHT has itself created a landscape garden of
medicinal plants in its 4-acre campus. 

Suma Tagadur Sureshchandra and Mahesh Krishnamurthy
Further information FRLHT (see address on page 43).

Compas organises Moving Worldviews: 
Intercultural dialogue between science traditions

During the second half of 2005 the experiences and insights of the Compas partners are being assessed in four regional workshops in
Asia, Africa, South America and in Europe. Each workshop will address the question: How do the regional worldviews and practices
relate to modern scientific approaches and policies?

In South America the Moving Worldviews workshop took place in Cochabamba, Bolivia, from 19-21 September. The participants
from Central and South America deliberated on the differences between indigenous knowledge traditions and modern scientific
knowledge, and the feasibility of intercultural dialogue between the two. The University of San Simon (UMSS) presented its new
intra- and intercultural study programme. In Africa the Moving Worldviews workshop is scheduled for October, 2005, hosted by the
University of Development Studies in Bolgatanga, Ghana. During this event, participants from nine African countries will share
insights in the way knowledges and sciences are expressed in Africa. There will be presentations and discussions relevant to African
world views, for example on Ubuntu (the African concept of 'I am what I am because of who we all are') and the central role of the
ancestors. In India the Moving Worldviews workshop will take place in March 2006.

For Europe the Moving Worldviews workshop will be held in the Netherlands on 28-30 November, 2005. This will bring together a
group of innovative individuals and organisations involved in organic agriculture, slow food movements, rural innovation, renewable
energy, complementary medicine, alternative education, solidarity based economics, new approaches to science, and new policy
options. They will assess the existing situation, inspire and challenge each other and will explore new options for the way the vari-
ous sciences and initiatives can complement each other. The event is organised by Compas co-ordination unit in the Netherlands,
the Centre for Development and Environment (CDE) of the University of Bern (Switzerland), the Foundation for Environmental
Consciousness, and the European Centre for Development Policy Management.

In 2006 an International Conference on Moving Worldviews will be held in Switzerland. This conference will be based on the out-
comes of the four regional workshops, in order to jointly formulate ways to include worldviews in science, policies and development
practice.  

For more information: www.movingworldviews.net 

FRLHT, India

Compas Network
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Launching the Southern African
Endogenous Development 
Programme  (SAEDP)
Abraham Mwadiwa, Raymond Tivafire

In August 2005, the Southern Africa Endogenous Development
Programme was launched at the Vaal University of Technology
in South Africa. In this meeting the paramount chiefs from
four rural communites in South Africa, Zimbabwe and
Lesotho, met the vice-chancellors of four universities in the
region: the Vaal University of Technology, the University of
Zululand, the National University of Lesotho, and the
Zimbabwe Open University. Spirit mediums of Zululand and
Lesotho, community members and NGO staff were also
present in this event. 

The participants were received by the paramount chief
and members of the Qwa Qwa community. The launch was
confirming, celebrating and reflecting on the importance of
the collaboration agreements between the four universities
and four pilot communities to work together in endogenous
development. The communities involved are from three
countries: Lekhalong-Tajane (Lesotho), Nemakonde
(Zimbabwe), Inkosi Mkhwanazi (Zululand, South Africa), and
Qwa Qwa (South Africa). 

After the launching session they visited the monument
commemorating the establishment of the Qwa Qwa
community in the Freestate. Traditional singers sang the
Mokorotlo Holy songs. At the entrance of the monument,
participants took a chunk of grass and a small stone in the
right hand, and offered them at a shrine. Afterwards the
participants also visited the Maanankoe High School and the
Basotho Cultural village. 

During presentations the vice-chancellors
stressed the relevance of the African heritage and

its potentials for development. The universities
are accepting the challenge to develop
curricula, and to do research that
strengthens this heritage. The expertise of
traditional leaders and natural experts are

seen as important resources in this
work. All involved accepted that a lot

of work needs to be done; the
enthusiasm shown by the vice-

chancellors of the universities
and the community members

is a very promising signal.

Address details Vaal
University, 

see page 43.

South Africa

Prof du Pre, the vice-chancellor of the Vaal University of Technology in South
Africa, addressing the participants on the day of the launch of the SAEDP
programme. In accepting the SAEDP-UCED Initiative, the vice-chancellors
stressed the relevance of the African heritage and its potentials to
development. The universities are accepting the challenge to develop curricula
and to do research towards strengthening this heritage. 

After the launching day the participants visited the monument commemorating
the establishment of the Qwa-Qwa community in the Free State Province. The
Paramount Chief and members of Qwa-Qwa community received the workshop
participants (see also front cover photo).


